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Ossification of ligament and tendon attached around the elbow joint
in diagnosis of skeletal fluorosis
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To investigate the value of ossification of ligament and tendon attached around the elbow in diagnosis of
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Abstract; Objective
skeletal fluorosis. Methods X-ray findings of elbow in 23 patients of skeletal fluorosis with ossification of ligaments and tendon ,
which were found out in a survey of coal-burning fluorosis areas during March, 2011 were analyzed. Results There were 7 cases
with ossification of medial or lateral epicondyle of humerus, 6 cases with ossification of annular ligament of radius, 18 cases with
narrow elbow joint gap, 10 cases with trabecular bone thicker or fine under the surface of the elbow, 4 cases with cystic changes un-
der the surface of the elbow, 4 cases with osteophyma of lateral bone crest of trochlea, 8 cases with humeroulnar joint marginal oste-
ophyte, 3 cases with proximal radioulnar joint osteophyte. Conclusion The ossification of annular ligament of radius and medial or

lateral epicondyle of humerus is a characteristic sign for fluorosis arthrosis, it is very significant in diagnosis of skeletal fluorosis.
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