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The First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.

Our “dance” with the COVID-19 virus is far from
over, but it’s not too early to ask what we can learn
from it. As the economist Paul Romer observed: “A cri-
sis is a terrible thing to waste.” 

So what should we have learned by now?
First, listen to the scientists. It is not that scientists

are always right. The point is that they are guided by
evidence and learn from their mistakes. The corollary
here is: Beware of anyone who asserts that they have
never made mistakes. Anyone who sincerely believes
that probably hasn’t learned very much. Even I have
made the occasional mistake … although I can’t think
of one off the top of my head.

Second, invest in your defensive systems. Here I’m
not talking about military systems, but social and po-
litical ones. The current administration has been,
since it’s first day, disinvesting in the systems that
keep us safe and the experts who staff them. 

I refer you to Michael Lewis’s “The Fifth Risk.” He
details many of the ways in which the Trump admini-
stration has undermined the very federal agencies
that protect us from storms of every sort: hurricanes,
tornadoes, wildfires and pandemics. The administra-
tion has done the equivalent of deciding not to pay our
insurance premium, and then searching, after the fire,
for someone else to blame for the consequences.

Third, know who your friends are, remembering
that, as John Donne put it: “No man is an island.”

When things are going smoothly, we may believe that
we can make it on our own. This is a recurring theme
of the American right: what counts is individual free-
dom and independence! Translated onto the national
stage it is: “America First!” 

Life gets complicated, though, when things go
south. When you’ve turned your back on your friends,
what’s their response likely to be when you call for
help?

Fourth, recognize that persistent and deepening
inequality threatens all of us. Rewarding the rich
while ignoring the needs of society’s needy feeds dis-
trust. When people see that government is ignoring
their needs and responding only to the demands of
the powerful, they are liable to revolt and welcome a
leader who promises to “burn it down!” 

When the homeless cannot “shelter in place,” they
become both victims and vectors for the disease we
seek to conquer. And when laid-off people lose their
health insurance, suddenly a public option looks
quite attractive. We, as a society, are as strong as our
weakest link.

Finally, and I do devoutly hope that this lesson is
being learned, a capable government is not the ene-
my, but an essential friend of a free-market economy.
When faced with a crisis, the free market is blind. It is
incapable of responding to the needs of people who
cannot pay for its services. It cannot mobilize crucial
resources in anticipation of a potential pandemic. It
cannot plan for an uncertain future.

Our next crisis, climate change, is already upon us.
Let’s hope Americans have learned something from
their experience of COVID-19. 

Chris Rounds is a Johnson City resident.
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Since 1985, I have been helping communities fight
incinerator projects throughout the USA, Canada and
68 other countries. Because of this experience, I am
very concerned about the lithium-ion battery recy-
cling plant being at the corner of Clark Street and
Robble Avenue in Endicott.

The “recycling” process involves heating the bat-
teries in a rotary kiln to a temperature of 1,100 degrees
Fahrenheit and then burning the gases produced.
This operation is akin to a dual chamber incinerator,
which will inevitably emit a number of hazardous
substances, including dioxins, hydrogen fluoride and
nanoparticles. 

We cannot assume that the air pollution control
equipment will be 100% effective all the time. That is
where the real problem comes in: This is a totally in-
appropriate place to operate such a plant. There are
homes and the Little League baseball field within a
few feet of the plant. Incredibly, there has been no
formal accident analysis, even though lithium-ion
batteries pose a well-known fire risk. 

The typography is unsuitable: Many homes are
above the height of the stack. In addition, there are
people in the area who are still suffering ill health
from the old IBM plant, and they should not be ex-
posed to any more pollution. Some of the substances
emitted are cancer-causing. In my view, it is uncon-
scionable to operate this facility at this site.

The DEC air permit is defective. They used only a
single dioxin measurement made by the company it-
self. As far as predicting how much dioxin is going to
be emitted over an extended period of time, this is
scientifically useless. People familiar with incinera-
tion know that dioxin emissions can vary by a factor
of 1,000 during the course of a single day! Such in-
creases occur during start-up, shutdown and upset
conditions. This battery facility will have one start-
up and shutdown every day. 

In many European countries, incinerators are re-
quired to use four-week sampling dioxins — these
four-week samples do pick up emissions during up-
set conditions, as well as start-up and shutdown.
These tests should have been done in South Korea
before this plant was endorsed by the mayor. 

A report from Barton and Loquidice (B&L) admit-
ted the dioxin emissions number was inadequate,
but they said that better testing can be done after the
plant has been built — which is, of course, far too late
for the community.

Unfortunately, I missed the public meetings orga-
nized by the company. However, now that I have
learned more, I believe that this project is being
rushed through at an unseemly pace (and during a
pandemic!). Many people in Endicott are only now
finding out about it. 

I urge the trustees to put off their vote on zoning on
Monday (which would allow the facility to go for-
ward) until the lockdown is over, so that we can have
a real public hearing where experts from both sides
can explain the process and discuss the alternatives.
Meanwhile, I urge citizens to go to the website No-
BurnBroome.com and read the group’s position pa-
per, and sign the petition to stop this zoning change.

Paul Connett is a Binghamton resident.
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Dr. Martin Luther King said: “Those who love peace
must learn to organize as effectively as those who love
war.”

As biomedical teams around the world organize to
find a vaccine for COVID-19, peacemakers have found
their moment to pressure political leadership to find a
cure for our addiction to war.

This pandemic can be an evolutionary turning point
in modern human history. It won’t happen sitting on
our collective butt.

National Priorities (nationalpriorites.org) studies
show we spend 55.2% of our annual discretionary
budget on militarism while denying racism and its link
to poverty. Our military budget robs Americans, espe-
cially African-Americans. The banditry can stop with
deep cuts in war preparation spending, closing loop-
holes for tax-evading large corporations, and legislat-

ing a financial transaction tax.
These are not new ideas. They are action plans that

even my high school students knew decades ago. They
can all be achieved but only by organized action.

In 1991, two years after the fall of the iron curtain,
senior students at Maine-Endwell High School orga-
nized town hall meetings in their auditorium. Their fo-
cus was to discuss how to use the peace dividend ex-
pected from the end of the Cold War. Researching for
the town meeting, they found documentation showing
the Pentagon and major arms producers were opposed
to economic conversion. 

The evening of the town meeting, only Link Avia-
tion sent a delegate to discuss the issue. (Martin Mari-
etta, now of Lockheed-Martin, and GE, the two local
war manufacturers, were no shows.) Student naiveté
was beginning to crumble like the Berlin Wall. The fol-
lowing day, the Press and Sun-Bulletin ran an editorial:
“The children shall lead them.” The Washington Post
shortly afterward published a feature article on their
editorial page praising M-E students for their call to
positive economic conversation.

Of course, the arms maker and the Pentagon had

their way. With weapons makers in every one of the
435 United States congressional districts, they do cre-
ate jobs; they do put bread and butter on the tables of
American workers. Ironically, some of those same
bright students who pressured the arms makers may
have become part of the war addiction system they so
strongly wanted to change. War addiction is the Amer-
ican way.

How do we move Congress to recognize disease, not
war, is our priority? Congressional offices in Washing-
ton and in home districts have been closed to the pub-
lic. Our democracy, wobbly, and tethering on the brink
of fascism, is now on lockdown.

Veterans for Peace of Broome County NY assembled
a team of seasoned scholarly activists to meet in a
Zoom conference with Armed Services Committee
member Rep. Anthony Brindisi on April 29, and we are
working with New York Sens. Charles Schumer and
Kirsten Gillibrand’s staffs on a proposal to do video
conferences with both. Our topic was focused: deep
cuts in the military budget. 

Other peace and justice groups around the nation
can organize electronic sessions with federal repre-
sentatives now to demand deep reductions in military
spending. 

Jack Gilroy, of Endwell, is president of Veterans for
Peace of Broome County, NY. 
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