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Death of Deamonte Driver
• Deamonte complained of severe 

headaches, not dental problems. 
• In January 2007, he was diagnosed 

with a brain infection, caused by an 
infected tooth. He had two brain 
surgeries and spent six weeks in the 
hospital, where he died suddenly on 
February 25, 2007. 

• His hospitalization and death could 
have been prevented with one $40 
sealant or an $80 tooth extraction.

• The Washington Post covered the story 
and brought national attention to the 
oral health crisis.
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Why Pew Cares About  Kids’ Dental Health

•Strong interest in promoting kids’ readiness for school

•Builds on our early education campaign

•Seeks to improve government performance – only 1/3 of 

Medicaid children receive care

•There is strong evidence for solutions

•Bipartisan support for change

•The issue is “ripe” for change
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Why Does Oral Health Matter?

Nutrition

Overall Health

Social Adjustment

Appearance

School Performance

Ability to Thrive

Poor oral health can affect a child’s…
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How Pew Campaigns Work
Strategic agenda

+
Research

+
Advocacy

+
State and national coalition building 

+
Communications

=
Policy change
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One Example: Advancing Quality Pre-K For All

• An advocacy campaign to achieve pre-k for all 3- and 4-
year olds 

• Invested almost $90 million; state spending up by $2.4 
billion

• Campaign Partners:
– Pre-K Now (now part of Pew)
– National Institute for Early Education Research
– 25 national organizations
– Funding partners



6

Growth of State Support for Pre-k Nationwide

Source: “Votes Count: Legislative Action on Pre-K Fiscal Year 2009,” Pre-K Now, 2008.
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Goal for Pew Children’s Dental Campaign

• Problem:  Lack of access is a significant challenge 
facing children that affects their health, education 
and ability to prosper

• Initiative goal:  To advance policies in selected 
states that will enable 4 million additional children 
every year to get access to the care they need 
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Policies Elected Officials could Support 

 Funding for children’s dental care—Medicaid 
and CHIP

 Prevention—sealants and water fluoridation

 Workforce—expanding providers for kids
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Funding for Care

• Support Medicaid reimbursement for 
prevention for young children by physicians

• Support higher Medicaid reimbursement for 
dental care  
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= In certain circumstances

STATES with MEDICAID Funding for 
Physician Oral Health Screening and Fluoride Varnish

= Medicaid coverage approved

Version: 5/09
http://www.mchoralhealth.org/feedback/reimbursementchart6_08.pdf

=  Considering 

=  Reimbursement not yet approved

DE

RI

NJ

DC

WA

OR

CA

NV

AK

HI

ID

MT

WY

UT

AZ NM

ND

SD

NE

CO KS

TX

OK

MN

IA

MO

AR

LA

WI

IL IN

MI

MS AL GA

TN

KY

OH
PA

NY

ME

FL

SC

NC
VA

WV

VT

NH
MA
RI

CT
NJ
DE
MD

DC



11

Reimbursement vs. Retail Fees (Exam)

Source: 1. Stephen Zuckerman, Aimee Williams, Karen Stockley. Medi-Cal Physician and Dentist Fees: A 
comparison to other Medicaid Programs and Medicare. Oakland, CA: California Healthcare Foundation, 2009.
2. ADA- Survey of Dentists Fees 2007

Note: Delaware pays 80% of dentists’ billed charges.



12

Prevention

• Support community water fluoridation

• Support school-based sealant programs

• Early and timely intervention (perinatal and 
infant oral health)
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NASHP, “Improving Oral Health Care for Young Children.” April 2007.
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Biggest areas without fluoridation
• Long Island, NY 1,239,564
• San Jose, CA 979,000
• Honolulu, HI 905,034
• Philadelphia, PA Suburbs 820,000
• Bergan & Hudson Counties, NJ 764,820
• Tucson, AZ 675,000
• Portland, OR 575,930
• Fresno, CA 485,000

NASHP, “Improving Oral Health Care for Young Children.” April 2007.
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= 35% - 50%

STATE percentage of 3rd graders with dental sealants

= 20% - 35%

Version: 11/09
National Oral Health Surveillance System: Oral Health Indicators. http://www.cdc.gov/nohss/ (accessed July 8, 2009)

= 50%+
=  Does not submit data
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Workforce

• Support a variety of workforce solutions
• Support consideration of new dental providers

– Alaska tribal areas have Dental Health Aide 
Therapists (like nurse practitioner for dental)

– Minnesota enacted legislation in May to 
establish dental therapists

– 12 state dental associations are meeting to 
review new models of providers



Source: Health Resources and Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Shortage Designation: HPSAs,
MUAs & MUPs. Table 4. Health Professional Shortage Areas by State Detail for Dental Care Regardless of Metropolitan / Non-
Metropolitan Status as of June 7, 2009.  http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/shortage/ (accessed July 8, 2009) 
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Source: T Beazoglou, H Bailit, LJ Brown, Selling your practice at retirement: Are there problems 
ahead? J Am Dent Assoc, Vol 131, No 12, 1693-1698.



NH MA

ME

NJ

CT
RI

DE

VT

NY

DC

MD

NC

PA

VA
WV

FL

GA

SC

KY

IN OH

MI

TN

MS
AL

MO

IL

IA

MN

WI

LA

AR
OK

TX

KS

NE

ND

SD

HI

MT

WY

UT

CO

AK

AZ

NM

ID
OR

WA

NV

CA

Direct 
Supervision 
Required (8)

General 
Supervision in 
PH Setting; 
Dentist Exam 
Required (13)

Dentist Exam 
Sometimes 
Required (8)

General 
Supervision in 
PH Setting; 
Dentist Exam 
Not Required
(22)

Supervision Rules for RDH Sealant application--2008
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The Pew Dental Campaign Team
 Dedicated staff members

– Director Shelly Gehshan
– State campaigns leader Laurie Norris
– Federal campaigns associate Rebecca Alderfer
– State policy research Andy Snyder
– Communications Nicole Dueffert
– Policy Advisor Bill Maas
– Administrative Assistant Molly Lyons
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Pew Children’s Dental Campaign

December 15, 2009

Mission:
To promote policies that will 
help millions of children 
maintain healthy teeth, and 
come to school ready to learn.
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