ORAL HEALTH COALITION OF ALABAMA

To ensure every child in Alabama enjoys optimal health by providing equal and timely access to quality, comprehensive oral
health care, where prevention is emphasized, promoting the total well-being of the child.
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Good oral health prevents pain, suffering, missed days of school or work
and unnecessary costs due to dental treatment.

WHY Is Goob ORAL HEALTH IMPORTANT?

Dental related illness causes poor children to “miss” 12 times more
school days than children from higher income families."

Poor oral health has been associated with other medical problems
including heart disease and premature births.”

Is THERE AN ORAL HEALTH PROBLEM IN ALABAMA?

Two out of every five Alabama schoolchildren are estimated to have
untreated tooth decay.’

Almost 70 percent of low-income children in Alabama did not visit a
dentist last year.*

Alabama has about 30 percent fewer dentists statewide than the nation
(38 dentists in Alabama versus 54 per 100,000 population nationally)
and our dentists are not distributed evenly.’

One-third of all Alabamians over age 65 have no teeth, the 9™ highest
percentage in the country.’

How Do WE RANK?

Alabama is the 4™ lowest in the nation in terms of per person spending
for dental care.’

141 persons die from mouth and throat cancer in Alabama each year
(8th highest in the nation) and approximately 550 persons in the state
will be diagnosed with this cancer each year.

Only 34 percent of low-income adults in Alabama visited a dentist in
the past year compared to 46 percent of low-income adults nationally.’
Only 48 percent of Alabamians over age 65 visited a dentist in the past
year compared to 62 percent of persons nationally. '’
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