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This decision to publish this article was not easy.1 Given the
nature of the findings and their potential implications, we
subjected it to additional scrutiny for its methods and the

presentation of its findings.
The mission of the journal is
to ensure that child health is
optimized by bringing the
best available evidence to
the fore. Publishing it serves

as testament to the fact that JAMA Pediatrics is committed to

disseminating the best science based entirely on the rigor of
the methods and the soundness of the hypotheses tested,
regardless of how contentious the results may be. That said,
scientific inquiry is an iterative process. It is rare that a single
study provides definitive evidence. This study is neither the
first, nor will it be the last, to test the association between
prenatal fluoride exposure and cognitive development. We
hope that purveyors and consumers of these findings are
mindful of that as the implications of this study are debated
in the public arena.
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